, homelessness, absentee parents and bad toachops.
| Thiy iy a call to action for 160000 velundvers

Thesa chidron and more answer e guesticn, “‘l".'h:t_L'ﬂ wond wanik 19
be wihan vou srow up?® on Pages A12-13 Watch a vid=o of them at
IndyStar.com/OurChlidren, where you will be able Le find 4l of the
rrovten® fromn s cantirailng orolzcs. including informaTon on how to hele,

presents two extraordinary -
challenges, one oursand 7%

We also will w:i'it'e.stnries of hope,

one }rnun . A
Ours is to raise your swareness ' w;—-"h about how lives are changed when in-
about the plight of our children. In 7T W dividuals, institutions, community or-
the months ahead. we il tell you Dennis Ryerson ganizations and businesses take the
about hundreds of homeless kids COMMENTARY time to invest m our children.
our community, some of whom don't ——— Your challenge is to ackmowledge

We will tell you about what happens when children - less'aur children, all of our children, sticeeed. Once
don't have the influence of a caring adult in their .= you acknowledge that truth, .jfﬂu’lf..ﬁ_,t_:&: another, .
lives. We will tell you about high school students - challenge: to make a commitment to get involved as
who still cannot read well eniough to take a driver's  never before in changing the lves of children who
license exam, We will present to vou the vojces of need youw. -~ ©

Imow from ong day to the next where they will live,  this simple truth: Indianapolis cannot fuccee&uh-

al-risk kids so you can hear in their own words %wmhqlpﬁ‘fmn’texperts in mentoring or
their disappointments and their dreams. volunteering, But we will provide you with informa-

We will tell you the Eustst}f i

e o B L

= Cne in [ive students in 1his city can't finish high school in four
| wears, More than ball in Indiagapolis Public Schools fail state
reading or math lests. Every day they struggle with hunger,



up?™ Watch a video of Lhe photo sheat and haar
shorl interviaws with the children at
IndyStar.com/CurChildren.

Ryerson

» The Star has asked community leadars
and local experts to menitor its efforts.

From A1l

tion abiout bow te volunteer 55 A menter or a
reading cosch, or in some other way angage in
the hife of a child. Wa will use all of our wools,
our printed newspeper and our Web site, Indy
Starcom, to puide and direet you to the many
organizations chat alteady are doing good work
bt need e help,

W wrill hold ourselves accountuble, snd to do
s, have adopted 4 mission snd three measura-
hle gonls, ; ;

Cur mission is to “galvanize the community
to cake an sctive part in, 1 commit resourees
Loy, Faising the edueational achisvement of the
city’s children" !

Or gials wre these:

s Increase by 10,004 the number of adulis in
Indianapoliz wha volunteer to help young peo-
ple this year,

» Reduce the dropout rate in Marlon County
schools by 10 percent by the end of the 2010-0
sehool vear.
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Jaden Bornea, 9: “heslth nspector.”
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