BBBS introducing new mentormg program
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program BASE that will provide one-
to-one mentoring to children after
school.

Since accepting the role of exec-
utive director of Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Fayette County, Lauren
Feierstein has been busy organizing
a program geared to the youth of
the community and thanks to a part-
nership, a mentor program is set 1o
begin at the first of the year.

The Buddies program will begin

The program will be piloted by
Feierstein and The Link <o it can be
evaluated to make room for improve-
ments at the end of the spring semes-
ter, she said.

Maplewood was chosen as the
pilot school because a majority of
kids attend that school, Feierstein
said. The Buddies program will be

Jan. 1, 2010, and five elementary
age children and five high school or
adult volunteers will be selected for
mentoring at Maplewood, Feierstein
said. The mentor program will take
place during The Link’s after school

supervised through The Link.

“We [BBBS| really need to
increase our numbers and partnering
with the after school program may
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help us increase our matches,”
she said. “This is going to be
a very enriching program at
Maplewood.”

During the after school pro-
gram, the mentor will stay at
Maplewood with their student
and play games, read books
or other activities, Feierstein
said. The advantage of having
the program at school is high
school students can mentor.

“This is a good volunteer ser-
vice for high school kids,” she
said.

Calls have already been
received regarding sign-ups, but
Feierstein said the application
process is long because BBBS
and The Link want to make

sure the best of the best are
involved with the Buddies pro-
gram. Applications are online
at bbbsfayette.org or can be
picked up at the office by call-
ing 8258111.

“Since we are taking five vol-
unteers, we want them to be
energetic and motivated. We
want them to have a big impact
on the program,” she said.

In other BBBS news, Feier-
stein said the organization is
looking for male volunteers.
There is currently one male
match compared to six female
matches.

If anyone is thinking of vol-
unteering, Feierstein said, BBBS
is hosting a Thanksgiving party
on Nov. 25 from 6 10 8 p.m.

“This will be a great time to
network with the community
and learn about Big Brothers
Big Sisters,” she said.

The organization is also grateful
to the Connersville Fire Depart-
ment for raising $900 during a
October boot drive and Arbys for
raising $860 during a campaign
over the summer, Feierstein said.
REMC Whitewater also gave BBBS
a $400 grant that went to the pur-
chase of an outdoor canopy.



